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WELCOME TO EAST AFRICA  
TEXTLE AND LEATHER WEEK
The most exclusive meeting platform for the home textile,  
leather, accessories and footwear industry

Kenya – Ideal location for premium  
textile and leather sourcing

Kenya is the ninth largest African country with a GDP 
of $110 billion. A World Bank Group analysis attributes 
Kenya’s growth to aggregate demand fuelled by strong 
consumption and investment.

The East African nation has a population estimated at 55 
million, which increases by an estimated one million a 
year. With support of the World Bank Group (WBG), the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and other develop-
ment partners, Kenya has made significant structural and 
economic reforms that have contributed to sustained 
economic growth in the past decade.

POSITION WITHIN EAST AFRICA  Kenya is the most 
preferred investment destination in East Africa, with the 
majority of venture hunters attracted to good infrastruc-
ture and ease of doing business, says a new report. The 
current Africa attractiveness index puts the country at 
fourth position on the continent after South Africa, Moroc-
co and Egypt. The survey states that Kenya benefits from 
strong economic growth and prospects, with moderate 
performance in infrastructure. Kenya beat its East Africa 
neighbours in the ranking, followed by Rwanda in posi-
tion nine, while Tanzania and Uganda took 12th and 13th 
positions, respectively.

Kenya‘s textile & garment industry  

Existing textile and apparel firms in the country produce 
a large variety of products. Spinning firms produce yarn 
(including industrial) and sewing thread while integrated 
mills produce a wide variety of products including yarn, 
fabrics (knitted and woven), canvas, school and traveling 
bags, blankets, sweaters, shawls, uniforms, towels, baby 
nappies and knitted garments. Garment manufacturers on 
the other hand, produce various types of garments both 
for the local market and for export. About 46 percent of 
the garment manufacturers produce men’s wear while the 
others produce woven chemise and robes, pants, Kaunda 
suits (for men), knitted and woven garments.

Investments in growing and ginning of cotton, spinning 
and weaving operations, in addition to those in production 
of apparel and other products are assured of ready local, 
regional and international markets. Attractive investment 
incentives and production advantages are found in Kenya.

Kenya has 52 textile mills, of which only 15 are currently 
operational and they operate at less than 45 percent of 
total capacity. Thousands of apparel companies operate in 
Kenya. Approximately 170 are medium and large, while  
upwards of 74,000 are small and micro companies. 21 
companies operate in the Export Processing Zones, emp-
loying an average of 1,800 people per company.

In 2023 top international decision makers meet to evaluate the future trends and prices with African counterparts. 
African and international sourcing companies discuss with African manufacturers and designers about interna-
tional textile and leather fashion made in Africa. EAST AFRICA TEXTILE AND LEATHER WEEK is the place where 
exclusive business is made on professional level.
 
EAST AFRICA TEXTILE AND LEATHER WEEK expects 150 exhibitors from East Africa, Middle East and Asia and 
about 3,500 wholesalers, retailers, chains, manufacturers and dealers from East and central Africa.



Kenya‘s leather and leather products industry 

The leather sector plays a major role in the global economy, with an estimated global trade 
value of approximately $100 billion per year. This is said to be greater than the combined glo-
bal value of meat, sugar, coffee and tea with this global trade value projected to grow to over 
$500 billion per year by 2027.

The government has drafted a policy which seeks to revitalize and bolster the leather indus-
try’s overall performance to achieve its full potential and drive manufacturing in the country. 
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries and Cooperatives Cabinet Secretary (CS) said 
that the policy would help the country’s deliverables to the realization of the Vision 2030 and 
the Big 4 Agenda. 

“The leather sector in Kenya is estimated to be worth over Sh50 billion annually. Unfortuna-
tely, over 90 per cent of Kenya’s $94 million – Sh9.4 billion – leather exports are unfinished 
wet blue leather, whereas, further processing to finished leather and manufacture of leather 
products could create at least 50,000 more jobs and an additional $150-250 million – Sh15-25 
billion – to the Gross Domestic Product (GDP),” said Cabinet Secretary as per Kenya News 
Agency. Hence reviving leather industry is key plan in driving manufacturing sector. 



Burundi

Central African  
Republic

D. R. Congo

Djibouti

Eritrea

Ethiopia

KENYA

Madagascar

Malawi

Mauritius

Mozambique

Rwanda

Somalia

South Sudan

Sudan

Tanzania

Uganda

Zambia 

KENYA, THE HUB FOR EAST AND CENTRAL AFRICA

Trade and Fairs East Africa Ltd. 
P.O. Box 25958 - 00100 
Nairobi, Kenya
Phone: +254 722 913 035 or
 +254 704 807997
info@eatlw.com  
info@tradeandfairs-eastafrica.com 
www.tradeandfairs-eastafrica.com

Trade and Fairs Consulting 
GmbH
Feldpreul 33
61191 Rosbach, Germany
Phone: +49 6003 826892
Fax: +49 6003 826893
info@tradeandfairs-consulting.com
www.tradeandfairs-consulting.com

>   www.EATLW.com

PRODUCT 
GROUPS AND 
AREAS:

IN COOPERATION WITH

Lighting another’s candle

TECHNOLOGY

FOOTWEAR

SERVICE

FASHION

LEATHER

HOME

FABRICS


